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a big canoe; all the animals were also in the same canoe, floating
on thick water. After a while the ancestors insisted that there
must be something much more substantial beneath the water. To
test it, they wanted the deer, or some other animal, to dive down
and ascertain. None would venture on so perilous and uncertain
an undertaking. At length a beaver volunteered to make the
effort, and jumped overboard, plunging beneath the waters. After
a long time he rose to the surface, almost dead, without being
able to relate anything satisfactory. But the ancestors still per-
gisted that there must be a hard substance upon which the waters
rested. Finally they persuaded the muskrat to go on a trip of
discovery. He, too, was gone a long time on his sub-watery ex-
ploration; but at length he emerged from the flood of waters
quite exhausted. The woman ancestor took him up in her arms,
and on nursing and drying him to bring him to, found a little
clay adhering to one of his forepaws. This she carefully scraped
off, worked it between her thumb and finger, and placed it on the
water to see if it would float. It immediately began to increase
in size, and in three days it was more than three fathoms broad.

The wolf now began to grow very troublesome, snarling and
growling at all the other animals, so that the woman ancestor
scolded him sharply, but to no purpose. At length she got angry
and threw him out upon the little island, which was as yet too
small to bear him up in one position. He, therefore, had to run
round and round the edge of the little island, which is the cause
of the shores of lakes and rivers being harder than the rest of
the land. The island continued to grow, herbs sprang up on it,
so that they could send other animals out of the canoe to find a
lodgment there.

The woman ancestor said to her husband: ‘“What a pity we
have no trees growing on the island,’”” and proposed to paddle
around somewhere to find a tree. They soon found a nice little
balsam flower, which they brought and planted in the center of
the island. It grew in a very short time till it reached the sky.
They then observed an object over their heads, moving east and
west, day after day. The woman ancestor was quite captivated
with it, and she sent her husband up the tree, to set a snare to



